
The Last Word on End Times -- Lesson Five 

Millennialism 

(End Times, pages 241-289 and 327-339) 

Introductory thoughts 

Many Christian teachers claim that there will be a semi-utopian thousand-year period of prosperity 

and blessing on earth immediately after the New Testament era and immediately prior to the final 

judgment. This thousand-year period is called the millennium (from the Latin language in which mille 

means “thousand” and annus means “year”). The following timeline shows how the millennialists 

view the end times. Compare this with the scriptural timeline below it. 

 

 

 First Coming Final Judgment 

  

The New Testament Era = 

Heaven 

Hell “1,000 Years” / “Millennium” 

 

Briefly review the timeline of human history as it is presented in the Bible, noting the addition of 

a thousand-year period, the millennium. 

The thousand years  

The idea of a millennium comes from Revelation chapter 20. It is important to note that this is the    

only passage in the entire Bible which mentions a thousand-year period. 

Revelation 20:1-3,7-12 I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to 

the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. He seized the dragon, that ancient 

serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. He threw him 

into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the 

nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. . . . When the thousand years are 

over, Satan will be released from his prison and will go out to deceive the nations in 
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the four corners of the earth—Gog and Magog—to gather them for battle. In number 

they are like the sand on the seashore. They marched across the breadth of the earth 

and surrounded the camp of God’s people, the city he loves. But fire came down from 

heaven and devoured them. And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the 

lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They 

will be tormented day and night for ever and ever. Then I saw a great white throne and 

him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place 

for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books 

were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were 

judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 

All of Scripture must be read, interpreted, and understood within the context of Scripture. The above 

passage, then, must be interpreted within the context of the Bible and its final book of Revelation, a 

book full of unusual visions and images. In Revelation, God chose to communicate his truth with 

pictures, using figurative language. 

Although these words are sometimes used interchangeably in common usage, what is the distinction 

between interpreting the Bible “literally” and “literalistically”? 

So how should we interpret the “thousand years”? The number 1,000 is readily recognized to be a 

large number that can be used to signify completeness. For example, in Psalm 50:10 the psalmist 

Asaph said that the cattle “on a thousand hills” belong to the Lord. This does not mean that the 

animals on hill 1,001 don’t belong to God. Rather, “a thousand” symbolizes all of the hills, which are 

indefinitely many in number. So, in Revelation chapter 20, when God says that Satan will be bound 

for “a thousand years,” we understand that Satan will be restrained for a God-ordained, complete, and 

indefinitely long period of time.  

Because the only reference in the entire Bible to a thousand-year period is in the 20th chapter of 

Revelation, a book filled with symbolic visions, we interpret it in the light of the simple and clear 

passages found in the rest of Scripture. The interpretation that fits with the rest of Scripture is to 

understand the thousand years figuratively as the complete, God-ordained, and indefinitely long 

period of the New Testament era. The “thousand years,” then, symbolize the full time between the 

first and second comings of Christ, when Satan’s power was destroyed by Christ’s death and 

resurrection and Satan is “bound” in his soul-destroying activity by the power of the gospel’s 

proclamation. As we have seen in a previous lesson, and as Revelation chapter 20 indicates with 

figurative language, Satan will be set free for a short time at the end of the New Testament era and 

then quickly destroyed at Christ’s second coming. 

Amos 9:11-15 “In that day I will restore David’s fallen tent. I will repair its broken 

places, restore its ruins, and build it as it used to be, so that they may possess the 

remnant of Edom and all the nations that bear my name,” declares the LORD, who will 

do these things. “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when the reaper will be 

overtaken by the plowman and the planter by the one treading grapes. New wine will 

drip from the mountains and flow from all the hills. I will bring back my exiled people 

Israel; they will rebuild the ruined cities and live in them. They will plant vineyards 

and drink their wine; they will make gardens and eat their fruit. I will plant Israel in 

their own land, never again to be uprooted from the land I have given them,” says the 

LORD your God. 



Acts 15:13-18 James spoke up: “Brothers, listen to me. Simon has described to us how 

God at first showed his concern by taking from the Gentiles a people for himself. The 

words of the prophets are in agreement with this, as it is written: ‘After this I will 

return and rebuild David’s fallen tent. Its ruins I will rebuild, and I will restore it, that 

the remnant of men may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who bear my name, says 

the Lord, who does these things’ that have been known for ages.”  

• Millennialists lean heavily on passages from the Old Testament prophets to 

support their idea that the millennium will be a period of blessing, prosperity, 

peace, joy, and holiness under the kingship of a descendant of David. It will be a 

period, they claim, when Jerusalem will be rebuilt and Gentiles will literally enter 

into a restored nation of Israel.  

React to the millennialists’ use of Old Testament passages, like the one from Amos.  

Agree or disagree:  Millennialism’s misuse of Old Testament prophecies robs Christians of the comfort   

and strength God wants them to have? 

Matthew 24:44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an 

hour when you do not expect him. 

1 Thessalonians 5:2,3 The day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While 

people are saying, “Peace and safety,” destruction will come on them suddenly, as 

labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 

 

What is Scripture’s message about when judgment day will come? How is this the direct opposite of the 

millennial position?  What are the real-life, spiritual consequences of holding such a position? 

Postmillennialism 

There are several types of millennialism and a dizzying diversity of positions on the subject 

(including a recent theological innovation called “dispensationalism”).   One type of millennialism is 

postmillennialism. 

Postmillennialists believe that during the New Testament prior to Christ’s second coming there will 

be a gradual Christianization of the world, evil will be reduced to negligible proportions, 

righteousness and peace will flourish, and material prosperity will increase. Postmillennialists are 

optimists and are socially and politically active because they want to help bring about this golden age 

of heaven on earth. 

Matthew 24:1-22,29-31,33-34 Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his 

disciples came up to him to call his attention to its buildings. “Do you see all these 

things?” he asked. “I tell you the truth, not one stone here will be left on another; every 

one will be thrown down.” As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples 

came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be 

the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” Jesus answered: “ . . . many will 

come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Christ.’ . . . You will hear of wars . . . famines 

and earthquakes . . . and many false prophets. . . . And this gospel of the kingdom will 



be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will 

come. So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes 

desolation,’ spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand—then let 

those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. Let no one on the roof of his house go 

down to take anything out of the house. Let no one in the field go back to get his cloak. 

How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! Pray 

that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath. For then there will be 

great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now—and never to be 

equaled again. If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the 

sake of the elect those days will be shortened. Immediately after the distress of those 

days ‘the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall 

from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’ At that time the sign of the Son 

of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will 

see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. And 

he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the 

four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. . . . When you see all these 

things, you know that it is near, right at the door. I tell you the truth, this generation 

will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened.” 

Postmillennialists contend that most if not all of the terrible events that Jesus spoke of in the prophecy 

in Matthew chapter 24 were already fulfilled in the Roman destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 and the 

years preceding. Therefore, Christians today have no reason to expect trials and tribulations as they 

await judgment day. Rather, they will experience a gradual improvement in the world’s condition. 

To which two events was Jesus referring in his prophecy in Matthew chapter 24?  Support and expound 

your answer. 

John 16:33 In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the 

world. 

 

Explain how the teaching of postmillennialism offers Christians an unrealistic view of life in this this 

world and leaves them unprepared to deal with it. 

Premillennialism 

Another type of millennialism is premillennialism. The prefix pre- means “before.” The main feature 

of premillennialism is the belief that the second coming of Christ will take place before the 

millennium and that the final judgment will take place after the millennium. In effect, they claim that 

there will be two second comings of Christ. 

Premillennialists believe that when Jesus returns in his second coming to set up the millennium, he 

will raise the bodies of dead believers and glorify them to live with him in the millennium. Believers 

who are alive at the second coming will be caught up in the air to meet the Lord and their bodies will 

be glorified. Then all believers will live with him in the millennium—a golden age of prosperity, 

peace, and righteousness, in which Jesus will reign visibly on earth. Unbelievers who are alive at 

Jesus’ second coming will continue to live with their natural bodies throughout the millennium. At the 

end of the millennium, Jesus will appear again for the final judgment and there will be a second 

resurrection in which the bodies of unbelievers will be raised. 



Revelation 20:4-6 I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their 

testimony for Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast 

or his image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They 

came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. (The rest of the dead did not 

come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. Blessed 

and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no 

power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him 

for a thousand years. 

Not only do premillennialists take the “thousand years” of Revelation chapter 20 literally but they 

also find in this chapter their idea of a resurrection of believers prior to the millennium and the 

subsequent final judgment with a second resurrection. Their focus is on the words “first resurrection.” 

The difficult passage above, in keeping with the sound principles of proper Bible interpretation, must 

be understood in the light of the clear passages in the rest of Scripture that deal with the same subject 

matter. In the above passage, John is writing about believers who die during the so-called millennium 

and says that they will live and reign with Jesus during this millennium. Since, as we have learned, 

the “millennium” is the New Testament era, we understand John to say that believers who die during 

this era go to live with Jesus in heaven during that time. The term “first resurrection,” then, is a fitting 

term that John uses to refer to the change these believers experience when they die and their souls are 

raised into the glorified life of heaven. The second resurrection, then, is the bodily resurrection of all 

the dead on judgment day. The “first death” is physical death on earth. The “second death” is the 

torment of hell. This explanation of the above passage is in complete harmony with the rest of the 

Scriptures. 

(Note: See Siegbert Becker’s Revelation for another discussion on this verse. Becker explains the 

believer’s first resurrection as the time when that believer came to faith and spiritually rose from 

death. Neither interpretation, however, allows millennialism to stand.) 

John 5:28,29 A time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice 

and come out—those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done 

evil will rise to be condemned. 

 

React to the premillennial teaching of two comings of Christ and two resurrections of the dead. 

Conversion of the Jews 

Romans 11:25-27 Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of 

the Gentiles has come in. And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: “The 

deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. And this is 

my covenant with them when I take away their sins.” 

Romans 9:6 Not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. 

Romans 9:27 Though the number of the Israelites be like the sand by the sea, only the 

remnant will be saved. 

Galatians 6:15-16 Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what 

counts is a new creation.  Peace and mercy to all who follow this rule, even to the 

Israel of God. 

 



• Based on Paul’s words “so all Israel will be saved,” premillennialists (as well as 

postmillennialists) believe that there will be a widespread and final conversion of 

the Jewish people before the end. According to millennialism, in addition to all 

Jews being saved, most unbelievers who are alive during Jesus’ millennial rule on 

earth will also be converted and saved.  

How do you understand the term “Israel” in the passages above? 

What does this mean for the necessity of mission work and the urgency of repentance? 

The rapture 

1 Thessalonians 4:16,17 The Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 

command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the 

dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be 

caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will 

be with the Lord forever. 

• Dispensationalists and millennialists believe there will be a rapture of believers—

that they will be “caught up” to meet Jesus in the air. Most believe the rapture 

will take place at the beginning of the seven-year tribulation (lesson three) when 

all true believers will suddenly, secretly, and quietly disappear from the earth.  

If this is is so, how many comings of Christ can we expect? How many are foretold in the Scriptures? 

Will there really be a rapture when believers will be caught up in the air to meet the Lord and, if so, when 

will this take place?  Mark it on the timeline on the front page. 

Why is it a blessing to know that the rapture will not take place prior to judgment day, freeing us from 

any tribulation in this world, but will take place on Judgment Day itself? 

John 18:36 My kingdom is not of this world. 

Luke 17:20,21 The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, nor 

will people say, “Here it is” or “There it is,” because the kingdom of God is within 

you. 

 

Agree or disagree.  The most significant danger of millennialism is that it tends to take the focus of faith 

and life off the church and heaven and put it on an earthly kingdom of limited duration. 

Summary  The false teaching of millennialism, rampant in the Christian church and even present in 

Lutheranism, is a device of the devil intended to rob people of salvation. Millennialism, through a misuse 

of the Scriptures, undermines the Bible’s teachings about the need for repentance, the immanency of 

judgment day, the importance of mission work, and the unequalled glories of heaven. It leads Christians 

to focus on an earthly kingdom that will never come. 


